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the armed forces and shall co-ordinate all measures necessary
for the national defence.
The acts of the President of the Council mentioned in the
present Article shall be countersigned by the Ministers con-
cerned.
Art. 48. The Ministers shall be collectively responsible to the
National Assembly for the general policy of the Cabinet and
individually responsible for their personal actions.
They shall not be responsible to the Council of the Republic.
Art, 49. A question of confidence may not be put except
after discussion by the Council of Ministers; it can be put only
by the President of the Council.
The vote of a question of confidence may not be taken until
one full day after it has been put before the Assembly. It shall
be taken by a roll call.
The Cabinet may not be refused a vote of confidence except
by an absolute majority of the deputies in the Assembly.
Refusal to give such a vote shall automatically result in the
collective resignation of the Cabinet.
Art. 50. Passage of a motion of censure by the National
Assembly shall automatically result in the collective resigna-
tion of the Cabinet.
The vote on such a motion cannot be taken until one full
day after it has been made. It must be taken by a roll call.
A motion of censure may be adopted only by an absolute
majority of the deputies in the Assembly.
Art. 51. If in the course of an eighteen-month period two
ministerial crises occur under the conditions set forth in
Articles 49 and 50, the Council of Ministers, after consultation
with the President of the Assembly, may decide to dissolve the
Assembly. Its dissolution shall be proclaimed by a decree of
the President of the Republic, in accordance with such decision.
The provisions of the preceding paragraph may not be
applied before the expiration of the first eighteen months of
the Legislature.
Art. 52. In case of dissolution, the Cabinet, with the excep-
tion of the President of the Council and the Minister of the
Interior, shall remain in office to carry out current business.